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Learner Outcomes:

Students will be able to:

   1.  Describe the ways different ethnic cultures influence the lives of people.

   2.  Locate information from internet sites and web pages.

   3. Work collaboratively to investigate a variety of ethnic groups representing the various cultures found in our school community.

   4.  Use appropriate team working strategies.

   5.  Brainstorm information regarding cultures and complete a K-W-L chart.

   6.  Present the results, orally and in writing, to the audience of their choice.

   7.  Select information that is relevant to the topic the student has selected.

   8.  Develop a finished product and presentation to communicate the results of the research.

   9.  Self-assess their work through a variety of assessment tools including journaling and student-generated rubrics.

Authentic Task: 

 The students will research a variety of cultures represented at Kennedy Elementary School.  They will create a finished product that provides information about the specific culture they have studied.  The students will decide how and with whom they will share their information. Some ideas include: a book, pamphlet, Powerpoint presention, family luncheon, presentation for the Principals, Multi-cultural night sharing, etc.

Hook:  The principals at my school will visit our classroom, or write a note asking for the assistance of my students.  They will explain that we have many new students coming to Kennedy Elementary from a variety of countries around the world.  They will ask our class to create a finished product that will share information/facts about the cultures that are represented at Kennedy Elementary School.

Student-Directed Learning:  

The students will:

1. Take ownership and control the direction of their learning.

2. Select the culture they will be researching.

3. Determine the final product.

4. Determine the audience and the means in which they will share their project.

5. Select the attributes of the culture they will investigate.

Best Use of Technology:

1. Utilize the internet for research

2. Use e-mail to contact people from other cultures (?)

3. Create a multimedia presentation

4. Type a finished product using Microsoft Word, Powerpoint, a Web Page, etc.

Assessment: 

Assessment tools include:

1. Using a K-W-L Chart

2. Observation

3. Conferencing

4. Group Participation Rubric (used along the way)

5. Journaling (What did you do today?  What help do you need?)

6. Individual Content Rubric (developed by the teacher and students collaboratively)

List Project Pages to Create:

   1.  Journal Pages (for assessment journal)

   2.  Locate a variety of grade level appropriate     websites.

   3.  Create a K-W-L chart for the kids to write on

   4.  Create a Content Rubric (in collaboration with the kids)

   5.  Create a Group Participation Rubric

   6.  Make folders to store all work
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