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Original project URL: www.biopoint.com/WebQuests/dist204/Welcome.html
Learner Outcomes:

1. Students will assign roles in groups to complete projects: animal biologist, plant biologist, accountant, purchasing agent.

2. Groups will select a habitat to research.

3. Groups will create a plan to research and present their chosen habitat.

4. Students will identify plants, animals, and climate of their chosen habitat.

5. Students will locate all supplies needed for their habitat, identify maintenance procedures, and calculate the cost.

6. Students will use appropriate team work strategies.

7. Students will identify characteristics of living things and be able to compare and contrast different types of living things.

8. Groups will present their chosen habitat to the class in a persuasive format using a product determined by each group.

9. Students will self-assess appropriately throughout the project and peer assess group presentations.

Authentic Task:

The students have been learning about life cycles in science. Students will form groups to research habitats (plants, animals, and climate) in order to find the perfect class pet.  Groups will present to the class in a persuasive format and then choose the best class pet based on the information learned.

Hook:

Read Too Many Bozos, then discuss pets. Show the class an empty 10 gallon aquarium and present the problem; what could we put in this aquarium? Would any pet work in our classroom? Would a horse be a good pet in our classroom? Can we find the perfect pet for our class just like Danny found in the book? What do we need to learn about to find our perfect class pet for our aquarium? 

Student – Directed Learning:

Students will choose a habitat to research and assign roles of group members. They will identify characteristics of their habitat and evaluate how that habitat could be created in the aquarium in the classroom. Groups will create a plan to carry out the project and present it to the class. The class will vote on which habitat would be best for our classroom.

Best Use of Technology:

Students will use books and the Internet to research habitats. Students will use e-mail to communicate questions to pet owners, pet stores, animal experts, etc. Students will have the opportunity to use technology to present their projects to the class.

Assessment:

Rubrics will be used for peer evaluations as well as teacher evaluations for group work and oral presentations. Each group will conference with the teacher each day about their project.

Changes to the original:

The project will need to be scaled down to a third grade level from middle school. Several of the resource web sites need to be deleted or added. The hook and the wording of the assignment needs to be changed for third graders, as well as the rubrics.

List Project Pages:

A webpage for the assignment needs to be created for students to have resources to refer to with the assignment, the web addresses to find information, and the rubrics. 

