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	Think about when you will be using this project with students. Listed below are just a few of the things you should consider when making your plan.
	Notes

	How many weeks will students need to complete this unit?
	 10 days working on the project and 2 days presenting

	How much lead time will you need to give support staff or outside experts?
	I will attempt to contact some professionals in late August to let them know about the assignment.

	When will you Introduce the Hook and Task to students?
	I will show them clips of a film “Cane Toads, the Unnatural History” and give them a letter from the Department of Natural Resources asking them for their help.

	How many days per week, and how much time per day will students have to work on this project? 
	They will spend 4 days a week and be given about 40 minutes a day to complete their work.

	When will you schedule final projects to be completed?
	They will need to be done by September 24th.

	Are there dates for other assessments, assignments or artifacts that you plan to collect?
	Yes, 9/14- Foundation questions, 15th- Concept map of questions, 17th- Search strategies and site validation, 21st- quiz on search strategies, 28th- peer evaluation.

	When will you provide mini-lessons if needed?
	9-13 introduce hook, 9/14- how to write foundation questions, 16th- search strategies and validation of sites.

	Are there any school-scheduled interruptions, breaks or events that will impact student work on the project?
	None 


Resources:

	What resources will you need to arrange access to?
	Notes

	Will you need to reserve the use of the LRC or Library?
	 Yes, that is where the students will research and use computers.  There are also books in the library that may help with the project.

	Will you need to reserve the use of computer lab time?
	Library has computers

	Are there computers, laptops, projectors, or other types of equipment you will need to borrow for use in your classroom? Consider the number of groups you might anticipate students forming.
	 No, I have 9 computers for days we can not use the library.

	Are there books, reference materials, software, skill-building materials or other resources students will need access to in your classroom?
	 If so, they can access how-to documents online about using various software.  Possibly some books from the library on introduced species.


Support:

	Who can support you and your students in working on this project? 
	Notes

	Are there people at school that you need to contact and get their support for this project?
	 Vera McCabe, the other teacher that teaches the same class.

	Who can provide technical support if you run into problems with hardware, software or networking?
	 Staff in the library

	What outside experts can you contact and arrange for their support during the project?
	 People at the zoo and at local colleges.

	Are there community organizations that would be interested in supporting this classroom project?
	 Possibly the village of Downers Grove?  We have problems with the gypsy moth and the Asian Long horned Beetle.

	How can parents assist you in this project?
	 Some may be experts or know experts in this field and could be used as part of the hook.


Engaged Learning:

	How will you design your classroom to allow students opportunities to direct their own learning?
	 They will be separated into groups of two with someone they choose to work with on this assignment.

	How will you structure and design a hook that is meaningful and relevant to students?
	 The video on Cane Toads is a very good one and I will also be giving them a letter from the Department of Natural Resources.

	What kind of action will you take to be a "guide on the side" rather than the "sage on the stage?"
	 The plan is that I will really not tell them much of anything, and as they complete this project, they will be more experts in this area than I will.

	What will you do to prepare for students to work in flexible groups and move through the project at different rates?
	 The groups will all be working independently, and if any of the groups get ahead, they may start the next step of the process.  

	As a facilitator, how will you know when students are progressing effectively and when students need support, encouragement, and guidance?
	 I will conduct conferences with the students every time we work on the project.  I will also be walking around the library looking over shoulders and asking questions.

	How will you modify your existing curriculum to fit this engaged learning project into your year plan? In other words, how will you adjust the pace of your curriculum to be able to implement this project in the fall?
	 I will have to slow down a little to allow the students adequate time to research and learn new programs.


Effective Technology Integration:

	How will you facilitate students accessing technology to plan and to research as they direct their learning? (Just in time access--they have it when they need it.)
	 I will get students into the library where they have access to computers.  On the days we are not in the library, I have 9 computers in my classroom, so even on days when they only have 20 minutes or so, they can still work with computers.

	What opportunities will students have to use technology to collaborate with experts or students outside the school/classroom? What steps will you need to take to facilitate this interaction?
	They will have 5-6 days in the library and have access to computers in the classroom.  I will first need to contact some professionals and they will need to be reminded to make these contacts and not wait until the last minute.

	How will your students utilize technology to publish and share the product of their learning? What will you need to do to make this possible?
	They will make a paper copy of their presentation and I will make copies to be distributed.  I will need to make sure the assignments are turned in on time so there is time to make copies.


Assessment and Evaluation:

	How will students be able to reflect on their progress?
	 They will have time with me during the conferences we set up daily and they will be given daily goals and reflection sheets to complete.

	What have you done to clearly inform students about the goal of the project so that they can direct their learning? 
	 It will be given to them in a unit overview with learning objectives and they will have a rubric so they can self-assess their progress.

	How will you know that the students are progressing effectively? Will there be artifacts or intermediate checkpoints/milestones? How will you monitor progress/direction? 
	Again, daily conferences will be carried out.  There will be reflection sheets they have to fill out that ask questions to let them determine how they are moving along.  I will read their reflection sheets and intervene when appropriate.

	What will you do to determine if your project design and implementation are effective? What data will you use to determine how the project can be improved? 
	 This is something that will be done as the project moves along.  I have done something similar to this project in the past and have a good idea where the students have difficulty, but I will have to make changes as we move along in the project and make clarifications to the class as difficulties arise.  I will have the students give suggestions when they complete the self-evaluation.


Other Implementation Notes Specific to your Project:

	 
	 None really
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