

Senator Richard Durbin
                            Illinois

 Dear Educators:

 As you know, the price of oil and thus the price of gasoline have risen

significantly during the last year. Our consumption of oil and natural gas will continue to increase over the next 20 years. Over the same time period our country’s production of oil and natural gas will continue to decrease. President George W. Bush has declared an energy crisis in America. He is aware that there are no short-term fixes to this problem and that the solution to our energy shortage requires long-term thinking and a long-term plan.

I need your help. In 1980, Congress passes the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). This Act allowed Congress to designate a portion of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) costal plain (about 1.5 million acres) as a reserve for further study because of its potential for significant oil and gas discoveries. 

In 1991, The Department of Interior investigated this region in 1991. The General Accounting Office of the United States reviewed the April 1991 report on ANWR. However, it is important to me when voting on issues to know the positions of my constituents. I would like your students to help me on the issue of using ANWR as a source of oil. I would expect students access important facts and current research, as well as to obtain advice from experts in the field. 

I would like for the students to create and conduct a multimedia presentation for the community. The presentation should provide a balanced report identifying the different perspectives on the issue, possible solutions to the issue, and a suggested action plan.

After their presentation, I would ask that students administer a survey on drilling for oil in ANWR and return that survey to my office so that I will have a better understanding of the positions of my constituents. 
I thank you in advance for taking the time from your normal curriculum to allow students to address an issue that will influence their futures.

Sincerely,

Richard Durbin, Illinois Senator
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