Reducing Pollution in Our Community
Learner Outcomes
· Analyze how specific and societal changes, that humans make,  affect local, regional and global ecosystems.

· Use data to produce reasonable explanations.

· Report and display the results of individual and group investigations.

· Organize and integrate information from a variety of sources.

· Identify and perform roles that contribute to one's local community.

Hook (We will provide a newspaper article or other artifact demonstrating the detriment of this on the community.  In addition, we have a Village Board member who can deliver this news) 
Hook 

ATTENTION! ATTENTION! THE VILLAGE OF SCHILLER PARK NEEDS YOUR HELP WITH FIGHTING POLLUTION!

The Schiller Park Community is very concerned about pollution in the area. They are extremely concerned about its harmful effects on people, animals and the environment. The Schiller Park Community is urging students create a plan to reduce one form of pollution. These findings will be presented to the community and students will create an ACTION PLAN to help save our community from the harmful effects of pollution. There will be an AWARD given to the team who creates the best plan .
Authentic Task   
Students will identify various sources of pollution, their causes, and means to reduce pollution in their own community.  Students will work in small groups to research this information on pollution and will then create an action plan to reduce pollution and present this to their peers, families, school members, or even the local community in a manner of their choice.  

Student Direction

Students will divide into research teams to discover causes of pollution and make recommendations for reducing pollution in the Village of Schiller Park.  Students will take the role of a specific environmental advocate:  Human Investigator, Animal Activist, and Environmentalist to discover the impact of pollution in these areas.  The students will report these findings to the community in a variety of ways.
Some students may extend the project to actively reduce pollution in the Village of Schiller Park.

Best Use of Technology

Students will collaborate in groups to collect data to determine examples of pollution in the Village of Schiller Park.  These findings may be recorded on PDA's ,digital cameras, or video cameras while students are in the field.  In the process, students will communicate with experts using the internet, literature, interviews, and field trips, expert guests in the classroom, phone calls, e-mail, and other means.  The students will create a multi-media presentation to share their findings and possible solutions with the community.

Assessment          

Assessment will be on-going .  There will be various check points where groups will meet with the teacher/facilitator including the brainstorming , drafting, revision, and publishing/presentation stages.  Teams will keep a daily journal to document questions, concerns, and summarize what they have learned.  There will be individual, peer, and teacher evaluations reflecting students' contributions to the group project. The rubric will reflect the learner outcomes.  A separate rubric will assess the multimedia presentation.   Students will be given an opportunity to offer input on the rubric.  

Changes
· The content  must be modified to fit our concept of pollution. 

·  We need more resources including links to help students discover example of pollution in the area.

· We need someone to make the pitch.  We have a Village Board member on staff that would undoubtedly help us.  Also, we have a great relationship with the mayor of the village.

· We  need to find means for the students to communicate with experts.  This will require some research on our own to make this communication feasible.

· Instructions will be added

· A rubric will be developed for assessing the assignment

· We want to create a website so that students can access the assignment and internet resources

· We want to encourage students to implement their plans and provide opportunities for them to communicate their results possibly including a pitch to parents, fellow students, school board and local government.

· Create a tentative schedule with due dates

Project  Pages to Create
Some artifact must be created or found to "hook" students

The web page must be created that will specifically outline:

·  task 

· expectations

·  roles

·  rubrics

· various resources

· timeline with due dates

· directions on how to cite sources

