Top Teaches
Top Quark Discovery Inspires a Teacher:

The top quark discovery excited more than physicists. High school
teacher Bob Grimm knew quarks would
spark the imagination of his students.

With the help of D@ physicists, Bob found a top quark event
that took place in two dimensions. Using it and three simulated
events, he developed a classroom activity for Topics in Modern
Physics and a stand-alone activity on the Web. Students calcu-
late the mass of the top quark and see a concrete example of conservation of momentum and E=mc?. It’s
no wonder that Bob was named “lllinois Teacher of the Year” in 2002. For Bob, the payoffs from involving
students in real science are: “Students use real data, talented high school students become involved;
others read about particle physics in popular magazines.”
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